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LEON COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

The mission of the Leon County Board of County Commissioners is to preserve 
and enhance the outstanding quality of life, which has made our community a 
desirable place to live, work, and raise our children.  Through the provisions of 
cost effective superior services, Leon County Government will ensure the 
promotion of orderly growth for the economic health and safety of its citizens. 
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The Florida Bureau of Economic and 
Business Research, 

 
 

    

Florida Statistical 
Abstract, estimated the 2008 Leon 
County population at 274,892 residents; 
65% incorporated and 35% 
unincorporated.  The average ratio over 
the last decade has remained steady at 
2/3 to 1/3. Total county population 
estimates have slowed to less than 1% 
annual growth since 2006.  This trend is 
anticipated to continue over the next 
decade.  Population estimates include 
higher education enrollment.    

Incorporated 

Unincorporated 

Population

0

75

150

225

300

'98 '99 '00 '01 '02 '03 '04 '05 '06 '07 '08

Thousands

Total 

Incorporated 

 

Source: Florida Statistical Analysis Center, FDLE 

Generally, property crime in Leon 
County has decreased since 1998.  
Over a ten-year period there has been 
an average of 5.7% decrease for Leon 
County.  The greatest decline occurred 
from 2003 to 2004 at 15.58%.   
 
Leon County experienced an increase 
of 4.8% in property crimes in 2007.  
An increase in total burglaries was the 
main factor for the rise in property 
crimes. 
 

Growth in homestead parcels 
remains steady at an average of 
1.69% growth per year.  From 2007 
to 2008 there was a slight decrease 
from the long term average with a 
less than 1% increase, an additional 
506 homesteaded parcels.   
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Crimes Against Property in
Leon County
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Source:  Florida Statistical Abstract 2008 – University 
of Florida Bureau of Economic and Business Research 
(BEBR)  

Unincorporated 

 

(From left to right) District 1 Commissioner Bill Proctor, At-Large Commissioner Cliff 
Thaell, At-Large Commissioner Akin Akinyemi, District 4 Commissioner Chairman 
Bryan Desloge, District 5 Commissioner Vice-Chairman Bob Rackleff, District 2 
Commissioner Jane G. Sauls, and District 3 Commissioner John Dailey 
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Community Economic Profile Administrator’s Message
 

October 1, 2009 
 
 
Fellow Citizens, 
 
The Leon County Board of County Commissioners is proud to present the Budget in 
Brief for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2009 and ending September 30, 2010. 
This document has been designed to communicate the basic budget information for 
the adopted FY 2010 annual operating and five-year capital improvement plan. 
 
The adopted budget provides a reduction of $20.2 million or a 7.6% decrease from 
last fiscal year. This includes decreasing both operating and capital expenditures by 
2.4% and 24.1% respectively.  In addition, the combined ad valorem rate of 8.35 
mills did not change from FY 2009 and resulted in lowering property taxes by $8.8 
million countywide. 
 
Within the following pages of this document, we have brought together those areas 
of the budget which highlight major sources of revenue, major expenditures by 
service area, and statistical information regarding comparative data from other 
similar Florida counties.   
 
We sincerely hope that you find this document and the information contained within 
interesting, informative and useful. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
      P. A. 
Parwez Alam 
County Administrator 
 
 

Unemplo yment Stat ist ics
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Leon County, Florida is approximately 702 square miles.  It has a population of 
approximately 274,892, with 35% living in the unincorporated area of the County and 65% 
within the city limits.  In November 2002, the County became a charter government, with 
the passage of a referendum by Leon County voters.  A Home Rule Charter gives citizens 
the power to shape their government to meet their unique and changing needs through a 
local constitution.   
 
The Board of County Commissioners, whose function is to manage the affairs of the 
county, is made up of seven members: five elected to serve specific districts and two 
elected at-large.  The County Administrator is appointed by the Board and is responsible for 
carrying out its directives and policies, as well as the management and supervision of all 
functions and personnel.  The County Attorney, also appointed by the Board, is responsible 
for the representation of county government, the Board and all departments, divisions, 
regulatory boards and advisory boards in all legal matters relating to their official 
responsibilities. 

Industry Employees 
1998 

% Labor 
Force 

Employees 
2008 

% Labor 
Force 

% Change 

Government 60,000 38.9% 63,400 35.5% 5.7% 
Professional and 
Business 
Services 

14,400 9.3% 19,600 11.2% 36.1% 

Retail Trade 17,500 11.3% 18,400 10.6% 5.1% 
Financial 
Activities 6,300 4.1% 8,000 4.6% 27.0% 

Information 3,800 2.5% 3,800 2.2% 0.0% 
Education and 
Health Services 15,000 9.7% 18,900 10.0% 26.0% 

Leisure and 
Hospitality 12,300 8.0% 16,500 9.5% 34.1% 

Construction 7,000 4.5% 8,600 5.3% 22.9% 

Wholesale 3,400 2.2% 3,600 2.2% 5.9% 
Manufacturing 5,100 3.3% 4,400 2.6% -13.7% 

Trade, 
Transportation 
and Utilities 

1,900 1.2% 2,100 1.3% 10.5% 

Other Services 7,600 4.9% 9,400 4.9% 23.7% 
Total 154,300 100.0% 176,700 100.0% 14.5% 

 
Unemployment rates are a 
traditional indicator of economic 
health.  Leon County's 
unemployment rate has remained 
below the state and national 
averages for the past ten years.  
After increasing from 2000 to 2002, 
the unemployment rate decreased 
through 2006.  In 2008, a troubled 
economy caused unemployment to 
rise nationwide.  The state of Florida 
experienced a 54% increase in 
unemployment from 2007 compared 
to Leon County’s 42% increase.   

Source: Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Labor Market Statistics; US 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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Employment by Industry - 1998 vs. 2008 
Over the past ten years, Leon County's major industries have included Government, Retail 
Trade, Trade/Transportation and Utilities, and Education/Health Services.  This is attributed to 
the support needed for the large government and higher education infrastructure in the 
Tallahassee Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA). 
 
The most dramatic increase over the past decade has been both Professional and Business 
Services and Leisure and Hospitality.  Manufacturing is the only industry that has seen a 
decrease.   As a whole, these industries have seen a 14.5% increase in employment over the 
past twelve years, with 176,700 employees in 2008.  Government showed the lowest growth. 

Source: Florida Agency for Workforce Innovation, Labor Market Statistics; US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics  


